
Core Team Meeting Minutes 
 
 
 
Meeting Date: May 16, 2018 
Location:  Washington Cattlemen’s Association Conference Room, Ellensburg, WA 
 
Attendees: Brian Miller, RC&D, Justin Bader, NYCD, Anna Lael, KCCD, Mark Crowley, 
KCCD, Cassandra Weekes, WDFW, Rebecca Wassell, MCFEG, Arden Thomas, WWT, Tricia 
Snyder, YBFWRB, Brent Dixon, NRCS 
 
1. ADMINISTRATIVE- 
 

A. The meeting agenda was approved. 
B. The minutes from the April 18 YTAHP Core Team Meeting were approved.  
C. The 2017-2018 Expense Contract final voucher was submitted to BPA on May 1. 
D. The first voucher for the 2018-2019 Expense Contract was submitted to BPA on May 9. 
E. The YTAHP FY 2017 Expense Contract Annual Report for BPA is being prepared. 
F. A second 2018-2019 YTAHP Expense Contract modification is being prepared. 
G. The process for maintaining YTAHP project information was discussed. 

 
2. CORE TEAM PROJECT UPDATES- 
 

A. NYCD- Justin Bader-  
 

● Cowiche Creek – Naches Cowiche Canal Co. Siphon: fish passage- 
o O & M ongoing in 2018. 

● Cowiche Creek – Nedrow: riparian buffer, planting, and weed maintenance- 
o Plant maintenance planned for 2018. 
o BPA and Yakama Nation still consulting on what to do at project site. 

● Cowiche Creek – Lust/Stevenson Water Quality: riparian fencing, planting, 
spring development- 
o Installation of watering system planned for 2018. 
o Plant maintenance planned for 2018. 

● Ahtanum Creek - Diversion 31 fish screen replacement: replace current screen 
with larger capacity screen to accommodate excess flow and additional water 
rights- 
o Currently receiving available water right through the screen. 
o May still need to modify headgate as flows drop during late irrigation season. 
 Contract revision to add headgate work to SOW. 

● Ahtanum Creek- Herke South: fish screening and floodplain reconnec-
tion/enhancement- 
o Cultural resources survey completed. 
o Issues with southern access- 
 Existing bridge questionable for traffic associated with project. 
 Working on potential option for installation of new bridge. 

1. Applying for additional funding from the WSCC. 
o Will become a phased project with screen and floodplain work happening in 2018 

and instream work occurring in 2019. 
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 Working with Yakima Screen Shop on installation of fish screen and flood-
plain work on south side for this fall. 

● Ahtanum Creek Assessment: Assessment to update fish passage and screening 
features within Ahtanum Creek- 
o Landowner letter completed. 
 Letters to go out this week. 

o Mid-summer survey window. 
 

B. KCCD- Anna Lael &Mark Crowley- 
 

● Parke - Caribou- Two of the three river screens at this site have been installed.  The 
third will be installed next month.  One of the screens is slightly askew and is being 
watched.  When the stream flow decreases, the site will be checked again.  When the 
third screen is installed, then they can move forward with planning removal of the 
Caribou diversion. 

● Olmstead Diversion- KCCD has a pre-design report for this project and the grant 
agreement for the Fish Barrier Board funding has been signed by KCCD and submit-
ted to RCO for their signature.  As soon as the agreement is completed, they can 
scheduled a meeting with State Parks and WDFW to begin planning the project. 

● Little Naneum - Reixinger- KCCD is working with this landowner on a possible 
change to sprinklers which would make the screening much easier. 

● Bristol Flats- KCCD received the river screen for this site and it's being held at the 
Screen Shop.  Mark and Ryan have been working on a letter to the landowners re-
garding their options with the irrigation system.  They are hoping for an on-site 
meeting soon with the landowner. 

● Cascade Irrigation Districts Intersections- KCCD has design plans at 30% for the 
Coleman and 60% for the Currier intersections.  They will be scheduling the next 
TWG meeting mid-summer. 

● Coleman Creek - Raap- They will be receiving a design report for this project very 
soon and can move forward with additional planning. 

● Lower Coleman Diversion- This project has been waiting on the solar facility and 
with EFSEC recently approving the expedited process, it appears that the solar facili-
ty is moving forward.  That means that KCCD will be installing a small pump and 
fish screen on the property and moving forward with planning the removal of the di-
version structure on the neighboring property. 

● SRFB - KCCD submitted just one application this year for the Lower Cooke Creek 
Diversions.  This is a reapplication as they submitted this project last year and it was 
an alternate for funding.  They did pull the Ellensburg Water Company at Whiskey 
Creek Project at the last minute.  This project was rapidly evolving due to discus-
sions among the landowners, Ellensburg Water Company, Kittitas County. 

● RCPP- 
o Bull Canal Project-This application was the only one in its category and has now 

been ranked so they can move toward contracting the funding. 
o Easement Programs- Sign-up for the ACEP-ALE funding will be advertised this 

month.  There is one project that has been developing over several years, led by 
Forterra so this is the likely project to be funded. 

 
C. KCT- No report this meeting- 
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D. Mid-Columbia Fisheries- Rebecca Wassell- 
 

● Yakima Delta Restoration Project- Is awaiting word from USACE on whether it 
will be included in the Section 1135 program.   

● Yakima RM 25 – SRFB proposal- Is under review.  Skepticism from TAG on 
whether fish would use the site the way we envision. 

● Rattlesnake Inouye- Moved away from replacement of inlet.  Going to focus on 
BDAs, and maybe on bridge over ford. 

● Wood fiesta- Partners are working on culturals, agreements, funding and more. 
● Coleman Creek house removal- Working on permitting. 
● Yakima R side channel at Bull Canal- Working through permitting.  Hoping to get 

support from KCCD and the City of Ellensburg for construction oversight. 
● Swauk Creek Floodplain- WSDOT experienced a delay in contracting, and will 

split the project over two years. 
● Spoon Full Farm- MCF is working with Pat Powers to monitor groundwater eleva-

tions and determine the feasibility of reconnecting side channels. 
● Teanaway wood- Aiming to have APE determine by mid-summer, so that cultural 

resource surveys can happen this year. 
● Interns- MCF is expecting to host 14 interns this summer, through a combination of 

½ and full time positions. 
● IP contracting- MCF is expecting to have the FY 2017 – 2019 YBIP contracts in 

place by mid-June. 
● Barrier/habitat inventory- MCF is working with the YN and the USFS to invento-

ry habitat upstream and downstream of barrier culverts. 
 

E. Yakama Nation- No report this meeting- 
 
3. PROJECT PERMITTING & MONITORING-WDFW- Cassandra Weekes- 
 

A. Cassandra presented an overview of the permit assistance she’s provided to the YTAHP 
Core Team over the past month: 
● North Yakima Conservation District- 

o Herke Fish Screen 
o Ahtanum Assessment 

● Yakama Nation- 
o Large Wood Fiesta 

● Kittitas Conservation Trust- 
o Tillman Creek 

● Mid-Columbia Fisheries- 
o Coleman Creek 
o Bull Canal 

 
B. Cassandra provided an update on the status of the Ahtanum stream survey- 

● Landowner letters have been mailed out to all landowners who own private property 
within the proposed survey area.  Cassandra and Justin expect to begin hearing from 
landowners soon. 

● Cassandra and Josh Rogala held a meeting with the fish passage technicians that will 
be conducting the assessment.  The meeting entailed an overview of the Ahtanum 
watershed, goals and objectives of the survey and how we prefer to have the data 
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compiled.  The technicians are excited about the stream survey and working in Ahta-
num Creek. 

● The exact survey dates have not yet been determined, but will be soon. 
 

C. In preparation for upcoming presentations, Cassandra asked the group how to efficiently 
and accurately update YTAHP’s metrics for river miles opened, water screened or trust-
ed, quantity of vegetation planted (in acres or linear feet), funding sources as match, 
partnerships, etc.  The group discussed and recommended that Cassandra review 
YTAHP’s annual reports to get the majority of information and follow up with specific 
Core Team members to get the remaining information. 

 
D. Cassandra discussed the need for perpetual HPAs for YTAHP projects.  She will work 

with project sponsors to complete the perpetual HPA application and coordinate with 
the appropriate WDFW Area Habitat Biologist. 

 
4. ITEMS OF INTEREST- 
 

A. Tricia Snyder provided the following YBFWRB updates: 
● YBFWRB co-sponsored a panel discussion on the Lower Yakima River with Benton 

Conservation District, Benton County, and Mid-Columbia Fisheries that was well at-
tended and we had a great discussion.  Tricia will be organizing two other public fo-
rums throughout the Basin and will have more details as they become available.  

● 2018 SRFB site tours are 05/29 and 05/30.  YTAHP members are welcome to attend, 
please shoot Tricia an e-mail ASAP if you’d like to join so she can get lunch orders 
and head counts. 

 
5. The next Core Team Meeting is scheduled to be held in Yakima on Wednesday, June 20 at 

9:30 a.m. 
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