
Core Team Meeting Minutes 
 

 

 

Meeting Date: May 15, 2019 

Location:  Washington Cattlemen’s Association Conference Room, Ellensburg, WA 

 

Attendees: Brian Miller, RC&D, Justin Bader, NYCD, Mark Crowley, KCCD, Cassandra Week-

es, WDFW, Josh Rogala, WDFW, Melissa Speeg, KCT, Mitch Long, KCT, Rebecca Wassell, 

MCFEG, Greg McLaughlin, WWT, Tricia Snyder, YBFWRB, Katy Pfannenstein, USFWS 

 

1. ADMINISTRATIVE- 
 

A. The meeting agenda was approved. 

B. The minutes from the April 17 YTAHP Core Team Meeting were approved.  

C. The FY 2019 YTAHP Expense Contract was issued on March 20 and began on April 1. 

D. The Inter-Local Agreements for the FY 2019 Expense Contract have been approved and 

issued. 

E. The final invoice for the FY 2018 contract and the first invoice for the FY 2019 contract 

have been submitted to BPA. 

F. The WE Budget for the FY 2018 contract need to be updated with actual project ex-

penses. 

G. The FY 2018 YTAHP Annual Report is due to be submitted to BPA by June 30. 

 

2. CORE TEAM PROJECT UPDATES- 

 

A. NYCD- Justin Bader-  
 

● Justin gave an update on current NYCD project activities. 

 

B. KCCD- Mark Crowley- 
 

● Spring Creek- The well was completed in March.  The pivot is up but the power 

still needs to be hooked up.  The project should be completed in the next week. 

● Olmstead Park- The 60% designs are out for review and a Doodle poll has been set 

out to schedule a TWG meeting and to discuss the permitting responsibilities with 

the Parks Department. 

● Cooke Creek- The cultural process was completed several years ago but the fish 

screen foot print has changed significantly so KCCD has started the consultation 

process over again.  The APE Shapefiles have been sent to BPA and we are now 

waiting for them for the next step.  There hasn’t been any word yet on the Fish Bar-

rier Removal Board funds that are the match for the YTAHP and SRFB funds. 

● Bristol Flats- All of the permitting requirements are in place.  Now waiting on the 

pump to arrive so the project can be completed.  Hopefully the project can be com-

pleted quickly enough that the irrigator can turn off for a couple of days and every-

thing can be wrapped up.  If this doesn’t work out the project will be installed at the 

end of the irrigation season. 

● Reixinger on Naneum Creek- The pivots are up.  PSE is planning on installing a 

new power pole so right now that is holding up connecting the power.  Currently the 

pump and screen are not on site either. 
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● Ranch on Swauk LLC- SRFB application was completed and Anna presented the 

project.  The site visit is scheduled for next week. 

● Parke Creek- 30% designs need to be sent to BPA as part of the last contract. 

● Coleman Creek - Raap- 30% designs need to be sent to BPA as part of the last con-

tract. 

 

C. KCT- Melissa Speeg & Mitch Long- 
 

● Box Canyon- 

o Wood Acquisition and Staging Area Prep out to RFP, due today. 

o NEPA in process, meeting with USFWS/DFW/USFS on the 17
th

. 

o Cultural is out for review (G 2 G). 

● Tillman Flow- 

o Agreement to be signed between landowner and KCT on Friday. 

o Need HPA to begin implementation. 

● Kachess River- 

o Working with the Forest Service to ensure that design development is hand-in-

hand with NEPA process. 

o FS needs to identify the project lead and form a interdisciplinary team.  Are miss-

ing engineering and hydrology on the district and we are working to figure out a 

way to fill these spots. 

o Developed a narrative summary of the conceptual designs. 

● Gold Creek- 

o RFP out for 3
rd

 Party NEPA. 

o Conceptual alternatives out to USFS for review and comment. 

o Recreation charette will be scheduled shortly. 

o Communication plan and strategy in process. 

● Eagle Bend- 

o KCT working on contract with BPA, goal to have contract by June 1, 2019. 

● Upper Yakima River Restoration- 

o Completed wetlands delineation and rating and resubmitted JARPA – Dave had 

questions, which have been sent out to engineers and wetlands biologist. 

o Site visit with Landon and Kat. 

o Weed spraying will be taking place this month. 

o Planting Plan is complete. 

o RFP is going to close soon. No contractors came to the pre-bid meeting. 

● Hanson Ponds- 

o Working on filling out barrier assessment form and doing a little more research on 

Hanson Pond background. 

● New Yakima River Acquisition Project- 

o 15 acres identified opposite bank of river from Hanson Ponds. 

o Great habitat and landowner intends to conserve the property. 

 

D. Mid-Columbia Fisheries- Rebecca Wassell- 
 

● Education- Spring education season is underway.  MCF is grateful to all the folks 

who are helping out with salmon education events. 

● Yakima Delta Restoration- The USACE has determined that the Yakima Delta res-

toration project is in the federal interest. 
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● Yakima RM 25 Thermal Refuge- YTAHP’s permitting help has been crucial in 

keeping this project on track.  The SEPA is complete, and construction is targeted for 

late June. 

● Ahtanum Creek Restoration of Recreation Impacts- SEPA is also complete for 

small-scale road and campsite restoration to protect bull trout habitat in the Ahta-

num. 

● Little Naches levees- TetraTech will present the results of their initial modeling and 

conceptual design development at a May 29 meeting. 

● Bull Canal Side Channel- MCF has requested technical review from SRFB. 

● Coleman Creek House Demolition- House removal and replanting is complete. 

● NF Teanaway Large Wood Additions- MCF and YN are working with YTAHP to 

submit permits.  Cultural resources consultation may change the project timeline. 

● Swauk Creek Floodplain Restoration at RM 18.3 – 18.8- WSDOT is clearing the 

area needed for a temporary road to allow for bridge construction this summer.  The 

wood that is cleared will be added to the stream later this summer. 

● Spoon Full Farm Side Channels- MCF is proposing the creation of groundwater-

fed side channels on the 10 – 15 year floodplain located on the left bank of the Ya-

kima River, opposite the mouth of Taneum Creek. 

 

E. Yakama Nation- No report this meeting- 
 

3. WDFW- Cassandra Weekes- 
 

A. Cassandra discussed the status of current projects and permitting. 
 

B. BPA engineers and our EC lead have cautioned the design fishways for fish passage un-

less it’s the only viable option and we have certainty that the fishway will be regularly 

maintained.  BPA funded several fishways in NE Oregon in the John Day Basin in 

2014-2016 and recently conducted effectiveness monitoring of those fishways.  The 

monitoring results showed there was nearly a 100% failure rate in terms of fish passage.  

It was found that the design generally works, but its success is entirely dependent on 

maintenance from the water users, which was unreliable.  BPA’s current position is that 

any large rate-payer investment is unwise where long-term success is entirely at the 

mercy of a third party.  BPA is working on a white paper with ODFW regarding the re-

sults of the effectiveness monitoring.  Bottom line, fishways are the least preferred al-

ternative.  

 

4. ITEMS OF INTEREST- 
 

A. Greg McLaughlin reported on WWT’s current work in the Upper Yakima and Naches 

basins- 

● WWT’s current project focus in WRIA 39 (Upper Yakima) is implementation of in-

stream flow acquisitions in the Teanaway River, a source switch project in lower Big 

Creek, and continued project development as opportunities arise in First/Swauk 

Creek, Taneum Creek, the Wilson-Naneum Complex, and Little Creek. 

● WWT is completing a SRFB-funded project in Big Creek to study the feasibility of 

closing a diversion and switching to either wells on the property or switch to KRD 

water.  They will also be partnering with WDFW on a potential source switch oppor-

tunity in Little Creek. 
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● WWT plans to increase efforts in WRIA 38 (Naches-Middle Yakima), with contin-

ued partnerships with North Yakima Conservation District for project development 

possibilities in Rattlesnake Creek, Wenas Creek, and Nile Creek.  Additional project 

development efforts are likely in Cowiche Creek in the next 1-2 years as well.  

● WWT is currently hiring an additional project manager for work targeted in the Ya-

kima Basin, and will send a job description to Brian within the week so he can pass it 

around. 

 

5. The next Core Team Meeting is scheduled to be held in Yakima on Wednesday, June 19 at 

9:30 a.m. 
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